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EPA Finalizes SNAP Rule 26

Refrigerant Substitutes Approved for Commercial Refrigeration

On May 22, 2024, EPA Administrator Michael Regan signed Final Rule 26 - Listing 

of Substitutes under the Significant New Alternatives Policy (SNAP) Program in 

Commercial and Industrial Refrigeration. This action approves 10 refrigerant 

substitutes for refrigeration, subject to use conditions. (See next page for details.)  

The rule references the latest version of UL 60335-2-89, ASHRAE 15-2022, and 

ASHRAE 34-2022, which provide for class A2L refrigerants in this end-use.  This is a 

critical step in the HFC phasedown for refrigeration, where SNAP approval is 

necessary in order for low-GWP refrigerants to be used.

EPA applies additional restrictions for refrigerants such as R-454A, R-454B, and R-

32, when used in commercial and industrial refrigeration.  In certain cases, these 

restrictions can limit use to ultra low-temperature applications or where the 

refrigerant charge capacity is <200 lbs.

The rule also updates use conditions for the refrigerant R-290 (propane) in new 

self-contained commercial ice machines and new stand-alone equipment.  The 

revised conditions set maximum charge sizes calculated based on UL 60335-2-89, 

which allows up to roughly 500 g of R-290 for open stand-alone units, or roughly 

300 g for those with doors and drawers. These changes permit the use of R-290 in 

larger equipment than previously allowed.

The rule also exempts propane in this end‐use from the venting prohibitions found 

in section 608 of the Clean Air Act. 

An advance copy of the rule is available at www.epa.gov/snap/snap-regulations, 

which will be updated once the rule is published in the Federal Register. 
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Key Takeaways

EPA has approved low-

GWP refrigerant 

alternatives for use in 

commercial and industrial 

refrigerant applications. 

EPA approval of refrigerant 

substitutes is necessary to 

enable compliance with the 

AIM Technology Transitions 

rule, which set GWP limits 

for refrigeration 

applications.

See EPA fact sheet: 

https://www.epa.gov/snap/

fact-sheet-final-rule-26-

listing-substitutes-under-

significant-new-alternatives-
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Summary of EPA SNAP Rule 26

For more information, visit www.epa.gov/snap/snap-regulations
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